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In what ways are our pedagogical practices truly inclusive of students as members 
of diverse communities, cultures, classes, and spaces? The absent present refers to 
that which is embodied by students (present) but unacknowledged (absent) within the 
classroom. This pedagogical approach is dedicated to engaging figurative spaces 
that foster agency for students and instructors as they embody and articulate multiple 
critical identities. Student identities are often ignored through various avenues 
including syllabi, modeled language, instructor feedback, and assignment and 
assessment structures. Adopting this pedagogical approach may enable faculty  
to create more inclusive spaces, which becomes particularly visible through the  
lens of socioeconomic and sociocultural class.
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