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The modest, weatherworn house where 
the Native Montaukett, George Fowler 
and his family once lived is remarkable 
for its survival, its material culture, and 

-
lowing July’s local landmark designation, 
it will be preserved by the Town of East 
Hampton as a place for remembrance and 

on Long Island from the distant past to to-

George Fowler was born at Indian 
Fields in present-day Montauk County 

-
-

more than 11,000 acres of Montauk land 

-
tive Montauketts’ residency rights, they 

attempted to sue to regain their lost lands, 
the New York State court stripped them of 

State does not recognize the Montauketts 
as a tribal group and their history and so-

In the 1880s, the Montauketts from 
Indian Fields were relocated beyond the 
boundaries of East Hampton village to the 
racially segregated neighborhood of Free-
town, which was settled by free people of 

the Montaukett houses in Indian Fields 
were moved to small parcels of land in 

The Fowler family occupied the house 
in Freetown from roughly 1885 through 

-

-

corners, but does not appear to have a full 

was a kitchen, living room, and bedroom 

bedroom, a small storage area, and what 
appears to have been a work space under a 

-

THE GEORGE FOWLER HOUSE IN FREETOWN, EAST HAMPTON

George Fowler’s house was moved from Montaukett land at Indian Fields (now Montauk County Park) to 
Freetown, East Hampton, in the 1880s. Now owned by the Town of East Hampton, this extraordinary house 
is in dire need of repair. (Courtesy of Kyril Bromley for 27east.com)

(Left) An old photo of the George 
Fowler house found in the East 
Hampton Library’s Long Island 
Collection archives, reveals that the 
house’s existing gabled roof porch 

shed roof. Although vernacular in 
style, the gabled roof porch is remi-
niscent of Greek revival architecture 
that was popular in East Hampton 
around the mid-19th century. (Cour-
tesy of the East Hampton Library, 
Long Island Collection)

(Left, detail above) George Fowler appears in an 
undated photo steering Thomas Moran’s family 
gondola. (Courtesy of The Mariners’ Museum)
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Farmingdale State College anthropologists are gathering ideas from Montauketts and local residents to inform 
the future restoration. (Left to Right): Dr. Miriam Deitsch (Director of FSC’s Social Science Research 
Institute), Dr. Anjana Mebane-Cruz, Dr. Allison Manfra McGovern, and Dr. Veronica Henry (Executive 

serve the site as parkland, protect any bur-
ied cultural resources on the property, and 
consult with Fowler descendants and the 
Montauketts to interpret the site for the 

historical society directors, one archaeol-
ogist, and interested residents was formed 
in 2015 to advise the town on preservation 

 Research by Farmingdale State College 
-

door plumbing, a stove in the living room 

the sink in the kitchen to drain water that 

 George Fowler worked for artist Thom-
as Moran, who lived in East Hampton vil-

men, was employed in gardening and 

that Fowler’s sons were also employed at 
private East Hampton estates as garden-

Devine, a Fowler descendant who grew 
up in Freetown in the second half of the 
20th century, the grounds of the Fowler 
property included orchard trees, ornamen-

-
ited the family’s knowledge of landscap-

 In the 1990s, the Fowler property was 
-

property to the Town of East Hampton 
with a mandate requiring the town pre-

gathering ideas from Montauketts and 
local residents to inform the future resto-

-
proved local landmark status for the Fowl-
er site this July and plans are underway to 
stabilize the structure in preparation for 

committee will seek funding and grants 

          - Allison Manfra McGovern

The George Fowler House will be preserved by the Town of East Hampton as a place place for remembrance 
and acknowledgement of Native American life on Long Island from the distant past to today. (Courtesy of Kyril 
Bromley for 27east.com)
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THE HISTORY AND HERITAGE OF 
SAG HARBOR HILLS,  AZUREST, AND NINEVAH SUBDIVISIONS

-
-
-

1940s, people of color faced widespread 
racial segregation, violence, and discrim-
ination that prevented them from access-

-
-

-
-

-
ry ranches and bungalows that were built 

real estate market grows on the East End, 
the distinctive historically-rooted setting 

structures are being demolished as lots are 
clear cut and consolidated to make way for 

-
dents are increasingly concerned that the 

of the three subdivisions, was founded 

her sister Maude Terry, in partnership with 
two of Long Island’s most famous realtors, 

-

thought-provoking questions about the 
future of historic preservation on Long 

-
vationists approach the vast built environ-
ment of mid- to late-20th century suburbia 
as it comes of age for landmark desig-
nation? How can preservation advance 

tackling these vital questions through our 
continued advocacy and outreach in Sag 

Amaza Lee Meredith (1895-1984) Meredith enrolled at the Teachers College of Columbia University in 
1928 and served as faculty at Virginia State University (VSU) from 1930 to 1958. She founded VSU’s Fine 
Arts Department and was appointed Department Chair in 1935. (Courtesy VSU University Library Special 
Collections and Archives)

“Azurest South” Meredith designed this modernist style house on the VSU campus, inside and out, for 
herself and her partner, Edna Meade Colson. Built in 1939, it was listed on the National Register in 1993 
and now serves as the VSU Alumni House.  (Courtesy VSU Alumni Association)

Meredith designed a house in SANS (above) for her sister, Maude Terry. Known as “HIHIL,” it was built in 
1949. The original houses of SANS are at risk for demolition. (Courtesy Grace Lynis Dubinson)
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LONG-AWAITED LANDMARKS IN BROOKLYN AND QUEENS
 New York City’s Landmarks Preserva-

including many on western Long Island in 

were proposed for landmarks designation 
prior to 2010, but were never acted upon 

of the properties have been on the back-
log for 20 or more years, the condition and 
setting of many properties have changed 

were moved or demolished, lots were 
combined, and addresses had changed, 
which all served to highlight the impor-

DESIGNATED
Green-Wood Cemetery Chapel
5

Backlogged since 1981
Designated on April 12, 2016

DESIGNATED
Bowne Street Community Church
1

Backlogged since 2003
Designated April 12, 2016

featuring detailed brickwork and stained 
glass windows manufactured by the Tif-

-

Northrup, an associate of Louis Comfort 

   It was built for the Reformed Dutch 
Church of Flushing that merged with the 
First Congregational Church of Flushing 

DESIGNATED
Pepsi Cola Sign
4600 Fifth Street, Long Island City

Backlogged since 1988
Designated April 12, 2016

   The Depression-era neon sign was once 
perched atop PepsiCo’s Long Island City 

in 2001, but the beloved 60-foot sign 

is one of the last vestiges of an era when 
industrial factories churned out popular 

commissioners also voted to withdraw 
some properties from landmark nomina-
tion by issuing a no-action letter, which 
removes a property from landmark con-

-
erties may be reconsidered by LPC in the 
future, they currently have no landmark 

has established several new landmarks in 

are a few of the properties addressed this 

(Courtesy of Karla Murray Photography)

The Pepsi Cola sign was originally located atop the 
PepsiCo bottling plant in Long Island City. The plant 
closed in 1999 and was demolished in 2001 to make 
way for a luxury condo tower. (Courtesy of Shannon 
Stapleton for The New York Times)
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WATCHING:
Coney Island Pumping Station
2

Backlogged since 1980
No-action vote on February 23, 2016

Four paired Pegasus sculptures once graced the Co-
ney Island Pumping Station’s entrances. A testament 
to the building’s stylistic excellence, the Pegasus 
statues are now on display at the Brooklyn Museum’s 
Steinberg Family Sculpture Garden. (Courtesy of 
Lore Croghan for Brooklyn Daily Eagle)

of New York, the Coney Island Pumping 

-

 The Pumping Station delivered high 

-

minute under 200 pounds per square inch 

abandoned since the City shut it down in 

-
tion represents the only public design by 

landmarked buildings in Manhattan, such 

loaned by the City of New York to the 
-

ing following an outbreak of vandalism 

view in the Steinberg Family Sculpture 

the statues have become more famous 

Despite years of neglect, the wide walk between lawns leading to the entrance of the curvilinear Coney Island 
Pumping Station still conveys Irwin S. Chanin’s stately Art Moderne design. When the continuous band of 
three-tier windows (see below) was damaged by vandalism, the City installed painted cinder blocks to protect 
the building. (Courtesy of Flickr/Matt Green)

The masonry above the windows is suspended by cantilevered ends of the Pumping Station’s roof girders. 
(Source: Short and Brown, 1939, Public Buildings)

(Left) The interior of the Coney Is-
land Pumping Station pictured soon 
after completion in the late 1930s. 

to lie 12 feet below grade, which 
allowed the pumps to be placed 
beneath the intake water level. A 
windowed gallery extended around 
the station at grade level. (Source: 
Short and Brown, 1939, Public 
Buildings)

than the building in Coney Island that they 

remain eager to see this unique building 
landmarked, renovated, and repurposed 

seeing the Pegasus statues returned home 
to a revived and landmarked Coney Island 
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A.T. STEWART-ERA HOUSE IN GARDEN CITY DEMOLISHED

was part of the visionary planned com-
-

 The property was purchased in Novem-
ber 2015 for $1 million by New York Is-

Victorian house to replace the authentic 

 The house was listed on the Nation-
al Register of Historic Places in the late 
1970s along with nearly 50 other struc-

of the historic buildings that were listed on 

Garden City’s remaining National Regis-

the loss of the irreplacable historic build-

efforts to protect Garden City’s cultural 

Historical Society and others in calling for 

of Garden City’s historic places by enact-

the development of Garden City, please 

Gardens of Eden: Long Island’s Early 
Twentieth-Century Planned Communities 

 

The historic house that once stood at 104 Sixth Street (above) was built in 1883 and listed on the National Reg-
ister of Historic Places in the late 1970s as part of the A. T. Stewart-era Thematic Group. (Courtesy Howard 
Schnapp for Newsday)

The A.T. Stewart-era house at 104 Sixth Street, Garden City, was demolished on August 1, 2016. (Courtesy 
Garden City News Online)

-
lished the National Register of Historical 
Places as well as regulations and incen-

Register has over 89,000 listings encom-

-
vocates across Long Island and across the 

THE NATIONAL HISTORIC PRESERVATION ACT TURNS 50!
The historical and cultural founda-

tions of the Nation should be preserved 
as a living part of our community life and 
development in order to give a sense of 
orientation to the American people...the 
preservation of this irreplaceable heritage 
is in the public interest so that its vital leg-
acy of cultural, educational, aesthetic, in-

will be maintained and enriched for future 
generations of Americans

           
           – National Historic 

Preservation  Act, 1966
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RESTORED, DESIGNATED AND AT RISK
Soon to be Restored

Canoe Place Chapel, Hampton Bays
 The chapel was moved about 100 
feet south to a lot owned by the Town 

with support from the Town’s Commu-

a church and meeting house, local his-
torians believe the small blue and white 
Chapel was once a part of the Shinnecock 

structures were probably separated in the 
1840s, when the Shinnecock Presbyterian 

Restored

Lefferts Historic House
Park Slope, Brooklyn

-

York City Council to fund much needed 
roof repairs at the Lefferts Historic House, 
an 18th-century Dutch farmhouse and mu-

At Risk

Plum Island 
 Many natural and cultural resources 
on this enigmatic island off the tip of the 
North Fork could soon be lost to private 
development, including the Plum Island 

and the Department of Homeland Securi-
ty are looking to sell the entire island at 
auction without any provisions to protect 

Coalition to Preserve Plum Island, which 
encompasses advocacy groups from both 

in July that seeks to stop the sale and pre-

(Courtesy East Hampton Historical Society)

Second House, Montauk 
 Restoration of Montauk’s oldest struc-

-

house a succession of stewards who over-

-
mendations by Robert Hefner, the histori-
cal preservation consultant for East Hamp-

appearance of the house, barn, and setting 

like it did in a late 19th century image of 

Designated

Church of Our Lady of Kazan
Sea Cliff
 Crafted after wooden churches built in 

-
tury, this church was added to the Nation-

nomination in partnership with the con-

 The church was built from a converted 
garage in 1942 by Russian families who 
immigrated to Long Island displaced by 

donated the property and designed the 
-

larged in 1946 and 1950, and bright blue 
-

Idle Hour Country House and Estate
ex-Dowling College Campus, Oakdale
 
Vanderbilt’s Idle Hour estate, including 

future of some of Idle Hour’s most sig-

-

community has grown up around Idle 

landscape, notably the Grand Canal, still 
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A CALL FOR 
NOMINATIONS
Do you know of an endangered 

to raise awareness and support for its 
protection? 

S List of Endangered 
Historic Places may be a way to 
start
resource that’s threatened, nomi-

included in this publication, or can 

 


